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FUR POSE 
The purpose of this thesis is to make a comprehensive 
study of the kinds of human occupance in Newburyport's his-
tory, and from this to determine the dominant "sequent oc-
cupance"1• with a suggestion of the probable future mode. 
The writing of this thesis would not have been possible 
wit hout the help of numerous businessmen, city officials, 
and information furnished by the Newburyport office of the 
Massachusetts Division of Employment Security, and the His-
torical Society of Old Newbury. The author wishes to ex-
press his gratitude to Miss Elizabeth Hoxie and to Miss 
Sarah E . Mulliken for their many hours of assistance in the 
preparation of the historical section of this thesis. Also 
deserving of personal mention is Mr. Jeremiah Creeden who 
gave much of his time to uncovering the industrial statis-
tics used in this research. 
1 Derwent Whittlesley, Annals of the Association of 
American Geo~raphers, Vol~XIX, No. 3, September 
1929, pgs. 1 2-163. 
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LOCATION 0 F NEWEURYPORT 
The City of Newburyport is situated in the extreme north-
eastern corner of Massachusetts on the south bank of the 
Merrimac River as it flows into the Atlantic Ocean. It is 
located 37 miles north of Boston and through it pass U.s. 
Highways 1 and lA. It is a1so midway between Salem, Massa-
chusetts and Portsmouth, New Hampshire, the distance to 
those cities being 25 miles. 
1 
LOCATION OF NEWBURYPORT 
Massachusetts 
I I f 
0 5 10 15 20 
Miles 
2 
3 . 
I PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE CITY 
The city is shaped in the form of a long thin rectangle 
(see Base Map and Street Guide in Appendix C) and is aligned 
in a northwest to southeasterly direction. The boundary of 
the rectangle is formed by a pair of nearly parallel streets 
which are about three miles long, a quarter of a mile apart, 
and run alongside the river. Although the bulk of the popula-
tion is concentrated within the blocks bounded by the t wo main 
streets, the residential area does project somewhat beyond the 
outline of the rectangle at both ends and in the middle. The 
business district is located in a square near the center of 
the rectangle. 
The town sits on high ground at an elevation of sixty 
feet and overlooks the river to the north and low pasture 
lands on the oouth. This relatively high ground is an esker 
formed by the continental glacier during the ice epoch, when 
a 2,300 foot ice-sheet covered all New England. 1 The soils 
of 11 the Ridge" are light, gravelly, and well drained, while 
those in the pastures are mostly clayey and wet. 
The two main streets are connected by a number of per-
pendicular streets which intersect others and form conveni-
ent building lots ascending from the river to High Street 
at the top of the hill. u.s. Route 1 passes through the 
1 John Henry Sears, The Physical Geography, Geology, 
Mineralogl.z and--riileontolos] of Essex County, Massa-
chusetts, puD!Ished by the ~sses Institute, Salem, 
1905' p. 226. 
' center of Newburyport and crosses the Merrimac River over 
a rather narrow bridge, beside which is located the Boston 
and Maine Railroad. The modern Newburyport Expressway cuts 
through the western part of the city and is quite remote from 
the residential district. Along the river bank are found 
4 
many wharves, most of which have been abandoned since Newbury-
port's decline in maritime trade. As the town began to manu-
facture, many of the factories became located near the business 
district, although some f actory sites are along the river, and 
a few are elsewhere. 
Newburyport has a population of about 14,000 people. It 
is one of the oldest cities in the United States and at one 
time was of sufficient commercial importance to compete on 
equal terms with Boston, Massachusetts. Its population grew 
very quickly after its establishment, and by 1851, the year 
1 that the city was incorporated, there were 12,300 people. 
Newburyport's population has been subject to natural growth, 
(see Appendix A) but much of the growth has been drained 
off through emigration. 
The area of Newburyport is jus t under 13 square miles. 
The total acreage of Newburyport is listed as being 8,224 
acres, including highways, ponds, swamps, rivers, and the 
harbor. 2 It has a smaller area than all surrounding towns 
1 John J. Currier, History of Newbur~ort, Massachusetts, 
1764-1909, Vol. 2, Newburyport ~lishing, 1909, p. 15. 
2 Ibid' p. 539 • 
~-. 
/ ""·. 
FROG POND 
The depression was caused by a1 small detached iceberg that was buried in morainal-till. 
1 John Henry sears, op. cit., p. 296. 
5 
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and is more densely populated than any of its neighbors. 
The city maintains its own economic life and is not a 
satellite community to any large city. 
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
For more than a century after the discovery of America 
6 
by Christopher Columbus, the New England area was seldom visi-
ted by European explorers, and its rivers and harbors were 
practically unknown.l Although the Pilgrims did not settle 
at Plymouth until 1620, fishing off the New England coast, 
chiefly for cod, had been carried on for some 18 years by 
a few of the more adventurous seafarers from England and 
France. The English had fish storing stations on the shores 
of Maine, New Hampshire, and Massachusetts, and one of these 
was located on the bank of the Merrimac River near the pres-
. ent-day Market Square in Newburyport. The Merrimac River at 
that time had an abundance of salmon, sturgeon, bass, and other 
fish according to the testimony of Captain John Smith, who 
surveyed and made a map of the area in the spring of 1614. 
Vfuen Captain Smith went back to England he ·wrote about the 
things that the prospective colonists would need most to 
know, saying, nyou shall scarce find any shore where you 
may not take clams or lobsters at your pleasure."2 
1 John J. Currier, Historl of Newbury, Massachusetts, 1635-
1902, Damrell and Up am, Boston, 1962, p. 13. 
2 Ether-Parton, No. V of the Historical Sketches for the 
Tercentenary of the Massachusetts Bay Colony. 
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After the establishment of Plymouth, several small set-
tlements sprang up along the New England coast, the two main 
ones being Boston and Salem. Newbury's first permanent set-
tlers, 22 in all, came from Ipswich in 1635, which had been 
settled the previous year. The settling of Newbury was a 
stock raising enterprise and many animals were imported from 
1 Holland for that purpose. Considering sheep alone, there 
were over 5,000 owned in Newbury by 1695. 2 
The Indians who lived in this region were the Pawtucket 
tribe, but just before white men came, these Indians had 
suffered an epidemic which followed a devestating war. As 
a result of these events, the tribal chief, the Sagamore of 
Agawam, was not hostile to the white men. At any rate, there 
was only one Indian raid in the history of old Newbury, and 
that occurred sixty years after the first settlers landed.3 
Newbury, Newburyport, and West Newbury were all within 
the territorial limits of the old town of Newbury when it 
was incorporated in 1635, and the total area was nearly 
30,000 acres. In the first division of this land among the 
settlers, the size of the lots given out was in proportion 
to the amount of money that each settler had invested. The 
law was strictly adhered to, and was intended to encourage 
1 The Colonial Book of the Towle Manufacturing Company, 
---Newburypor~b1Ishillg, 1898, p. 2. 
2 E. Vale Smith, History of Newburyport, Newburyport Pub-
lishing, 1854, p. 41. 
3 Anne Withington, No. III of the Historical Sketches for 
the Tercentenary of the Massachusetts Bay Colony. 
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iwmigration, so that even the poorest settler was granted 
at least four acres with the right of pasturage. several sec-
tions of the town, including Plum Island, were not given to 
individuals, but were laid out into common pastures known as 
"the Ox Common," "Cow Common," ''Calf Common," and 11 the Sheep 
Range," while the whole of what is now West Newbury was 
called the "Upper Woods." 1 Cattle raising, farming, and 
fishing remained the most prominent industries in Newbury 
for more than fifty years after it was settled.2 
There is no exact record of how many people came to New-
bury during the first few years, but within eight years the 
plantation had extended into what is now Newburyport. A re-
solve was passed in the House of Commons in 1642 which gave 
promise of exempting the exports and imports of New England 
from taxation, so several merchants came over and pe~manent 
settlement was begun on the banks of the Merrimac River.3 
'l'he interests of the water-side people and the agricul-
turists were not identical, and many disputes and di f ficul-
ties arose concerning religion and the management of public 
affairs. In 1764 Newburyport was set off as a separate town 
apart from Newbury, which at that time had the second larg-
est population in Massachusetts, surpassed only by Boston.4 
1 John J. Currier, Ould Newbury, Damrell and Upham, Boston, 
1896, pgs. 21-~ 
2 Currier, History of Newbury, Massachusetts, op. cit., 
pgs. 131 and 2~. 
3 Smith, op. cit., pgs. 17-18. 
4 A Program of the Celebration of the Fiftieth Anniversary 
of·the Incorporation of the City of Newburyport, New-
buryport Daily News Press;-1~ --
___ ..,....,.... .,_------.-----~---.:...._ 
SALT HAY FIELDS NEAR PW M ISLAND 
Every farmer in the early days of Newbury's history had 
a salt meadow. No one thought of wintering stock without 
salt hay. Today most of the hay is baled, while formerly it 
was piled on stakes like those seen in the foreground of 
the picture. 
10 
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MARITIME ECONOMY 
From the time Newburyport was settled until 1~70 its 
economy remained predominately maritime. Fishing, shipbuild-
ing, and trading all played important parts in the early days 
of Newburyport's history. Since Newburyport was a remote town 
on the seaboard of an unexplored continent, it was compelled 
to achieve a large measure of economic independence. Its man-
ner of living was derived more from Europe than the land 
around it, and therefore it deve loped its own culture, enter-
tainment, and way of life. Becaus e roads were undeveloped, 
almost everything had to be imported by sea. 
Licensed privateering during the American Revolution 
brought in the first lar ge sums of money; af'ter the Revo-
lution the town became a thriving commercial port, which 
helps account for the fact that the five Newburyport banks 
currently hold the largest per capita savings in the nation. 
The stately mansions on High Street with their terraces and 
gardens r e flect the wealth and social prestige which came 
at this time (see page 12). 
With the approach of the year 1807 the clouds gathered 
over Newburyport. The Jeffersonian Embargo, followed by a 
disastrous waterfront fire in 1811 were hard blows to com-
mercialism. In the years that followed, Newburyport tried to 
recover, but the day of small craft was past. The bar at the 
river's mouth was an obstacle to craf't drawing as little as 
11 
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HIGH STREET VISTA 
FEDERALIST HOUSE ON HIGH STREET 
l:S 
SEA CAPTAINS' HOMES 
.. , 
TWO FAMILY HOUSE MADE BY A SEA CAPrA IN FOR HIS TWO DAUGHTERS 
--
. 
THE CAPTAIN'S HOU SE 1"130 
14 
five feet of water. Larger boats were looking for harbors 
more favored by nature. "Newburyport was off the road of 
progress. Its initiative stopped a t the turn of the century." 1 
1 John P. Marquand, Federalist Newburyport Or Can Histori-
cal Fiction Remove a Fly from Amber, an-aonress at 
South Byfield, Massachusetts, published by the New-
comen Society In North America, New York, San Fran-
cisco, Montreal, 1952. 
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FISHING 
The first people who settled along the Merrimac River 
were fishermen, and as early as 1640 sturgeon were being pack-
ed and pickled for the European market. 1 There are reliable 
records which state that sturgeon 12, 14, and 18 feet long 
were taken on the banks of the Merrimac by English fishermen 
before 1634.2 Salmon, shad, bass, and bluefish were also 
so abundant in the Merrimac that the vast mackerel resource 
off the coast was largely ignored until 1800.3 In the early 
part of the nineteenth century, Merrimac River fishing began 
to decline, although even as late as 1847, 4,200 shad were 
taken in one seine, at one haul, at the mouth of the river. 4 
The catching and curing of river fish remained a profit-
able business until 1850, when the growth of manufacturing 
cities began to take its toll on the purity of the water, and 
the erection of dams upstream seriously interfered with the 
spawning habits of fish coming in from the sea. 5 The first in-
dicat ion that the fishing industry was begirm.ing to feel a 
"regional readjustment 116 came in 1800,7 when cod and mackerel 
fishing was begun off Labrador and on the banks of Newfound-
I Currier, Ould Newburt • op. cit., pgs. 218-219 
2 Joshua Corrin, A Ske ch of the History of Newburl, Newbur~­
port, and West Newbury from 1635 to TS45, Dra e PUb lis -
ing, BOS't"on,-T962, p. 1~ ----
3 Smith, op. cit • p. 396. 
4 Currier, History of Newburyport Mass., vol. 1, p. 174. 
5 Currier, History 01 Newbur~, Mass., op. cit. p. 283. 
6 Samuel E. Morison, The Mar1time Histocll of Massachusetts0 1783-1860, The Riverside Press, Ca rTdge, 1923, p. 3 2. 
7 Smith, loc. cit. 
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land. In 1806, 60 of Newbu~yport's 176 vessels were special-
izing in the Labrador and Bay fisheries, the rest being em-
ployed in coastal, West-Indian, or the European trade. 1 A 
company was organized in 1832 to engage in whale fishing on 
the Pacific coast, but this venture proved to be unremunera-
tive after a few years, and the enterprise was abandoned.2 
Fishing reached its greatest importance to Newburyport in 
the middle of the nineteenth century, although at that time 
local fishing had become a negligible pursuit, with the bulk 
of the catch being taken from Canadian waters. By 1848 New-
buryport had 80 large mackerel catchers, most of them en-
gaged at the Bay of Chaleur, and 20 codfishing boats on the 
coast of Labrador. " In that year Newburyport's fishing fleet 
employed nearly 1,000 men, and landed 26,000 barrels of mack-
erel and almost 15,000 codfish. 113 The taking of so many cod 
and mackerel involved using large quantities of salt --
133,805 bushels of it in the one year 1806.4 Most of the 
salt wa s imported from Spain or Turks Island in the West 
Indies, although an attempt was made in 1830 to establish a 
salt works on the southern end of Plum Island by evaporat ing 
sea water.5 
1 Morison, op. cit., p. 152. 
2 Currier, Histor-y of Newbury, Mass., op. cit., p. 175. 
3 William H. swasey~a paper read to the Old Newbury 
Historical Society, Nov. 22, 1900, p. 6. 
4 Smith, op. cit., p. 160. 
5 currier, History_£! Newbury, Mass., op. cit., p. 297. 
The year 1851 brought a , dramatic end to Newburyport's 
reputation as a great fishing port. On October eighteenth, 
18 Newburyport-owned vessels were lost in a gale at Prince 
Edward Island. 1 Newburyport's fishing industry never re-
covered from this blow as Gloucester increased her fleet to 
fill the gap. Gloucester's better harbor and proximity to 
Boston enabled that city to become the chief fishing center 
for Greater Boston. With in 20 years the number of fishing 
vessels had declined to 30, and at the turn of the century 
only a few small fishing craft remained. Today the only 
repr esentatives of that old industry, discounting chartered 
fishing parties, are a group of 20 clammers who make daily 
shipments of clams to markets in the west2 (see pages 18 
and 19). 
1 Currier, History of Newburyport, Mass., vol. 1, p. 175. 
2 Lloyd W. Warner ann Paul S. Lunt, Yankee City, vol. 4, 
Yale University Press, New Haven, 1941, pgs. 55-56. 
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JOPPA 
-River pollution has caused the clammers to abandon the 
flats. Thls site vras formerly occupied by the dried f'ish 
industry 
18 
CL -MMERS 
The Parker River in Newbury is now the scene of a small 
clamming industry. This spot was the landing place of the 
first settlers in Newbury in 1633. 
19 
SHIPBUILDING 
It is known that small fishing craft were built and 
used on the Parker River within a very few years after New-
bury's settlement, but the first record of shipbuilding on 
the !v'Ierrimac was in 1652.1 ·From 1681 to 1714 a total of 
117 vessels are registered s.s built on the Merrimac - 18 
of them in the year 1713, which would indicate t hat the in-
dustry was then well established.2 While shipbuilding did 
not start as actively in Newburyport as it did in Salem, 
Gloucester, and Ipswich, it lasted much longer than it did 
in those towns.3 The shipyards were kept busy for many 
years by the virgin forests of New Hampshire, with their 
abundance of timber which came floating down the river. 
There were periods in Newburyport's history when all 
available space along the river was occupied by shipyards 
s.nd wharves. "In the summer of 1766, 72 vessels were ,upon 
the stocks, all in the process of construction."4 By 1793, 
the lower Merrimac from Haverhill to Newburyport was un-
doubtedly the gr eatest shipbuilding center of New England.5 
Between 1793 and 1815, lll5 vessels were constructed and 
1 Edward M. Coffin, a paper read to the Old Newbury His-
torical Society, May 27, 1926 , p. 8. 
2 Ibid. 
3 Ibid, p. 9. 
4 Bulletin of the Business Historical Society, vol. 21, 
No. 3, June 1947, p. 58. 
5 Morison, op. cit., p. 101. 
registered, not including some which were constructed for 
outside parties and do not show on the records. 1 As in 
other shi pbuilding centers of that time, all the sails, 
rope, pumps, spars, ironwork, blocks, and other fittings 
were ma de locally, employing hundreds of skilled mechanics.2 
Considering cordage along, there were 16 rope walks employ-
ing 50 people within the confines of Newburyport in 1785.3 
Everything except anchors, chain, and canvas was the product 
of local shops. 4 In 1807 Newbur yport was listed as the 
ninth largest ship-owning community in the United States.5 
During the Revolutionary war period shipbuilding was 
almost suspende d , with the exception of a few war vessels. 
It wa s at this time t hat the 11 Alliance" was built, wh ich 
because of its grace and speed was later selected to carry 
Lafayette back to France.6 Shipbuilding revived after 1785 
and continued to pros per down to the decade of t he 1860 1 s. 
In 1813, with the United States e.nd Eng land at war, the 500 
ton sloop-of-war 11 Wasp11 was launched on the Merrimac. This 
ship is celebrated in t h e annals of naval history as having 
destroyed 12 British merchant vessels before going down with 
1 Morison, loc. cit. 
2 Ibid. 
3 Sarah Anna Emery, Reminiscences of ~ Nona~enarian, William 
Huse and Co., Newburyport, 18~, pgs. 27-228. 
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4 Edward Ivl . Coffin, a paper read to the Old Newbury Historical 
Soc i e t y , o p • c it • , p • 13 • 
5 Morison, op. cit., p. 189. 
6 Edward M. Coffin, op. cit., p. 20. 
all aboard in the same year that it was launched. 1 
Shipbuilding in Newburyport reached its apex between the 
years 1820 and 1865. Spurred on by the clipper ship era of 
the eighteen thirties to fifties and the California Gold 
Rush, 17 v essels were launched from Newburyport shipyards 
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in the banner year of 1854.2 The clipper ship 11 Dreadnaught, 11 
the fastest thing afloat, was built in 1853.3 It was a New-
buryporter, Donald McKay, who evolved a scheme for fashion-
ing trees where they were felled for ship construction. "The 
i dea did more to change shipbuilding methods than any improve-
ment since the times of Homer.u4 
The ships built on the Merrimac were primarily intended for 
coastal trading. Since many of them were clippers, they were 
not as large as the passenger boats built at Salem and Boston.5 
Most of the vessels constructed were between 50 and 100 tons 
burden and could navigate over the sand bar at the mouth of 
the river.6 The bar never enabled Newburyport to be an ideal 
seaport, and in 1795 a great shift took place in the harbor 
bar which caused channel conditions to grow steadily worse 
during the nineteenth century; the last merchant-ship to be 
built on the Merrimac was launched in 1883.7 
1 Hopkinson, No. 33 of the Historical Sketches for the Ter-
centenary of the Ma ssachusetts Bay Colony. 
2 Warner and Lunt, op. cit., p. 55. 
3 , No. 17 of the Historical Sketches, op. cit. 
4 Marquand, an address at South Byfield, op. cit., p. 15. 
5 Edward M. Coffin, op. cit., p. 9. 
6 Ibid. 
7 Currier, Ould Newbury, op. cit., p. 279. 
From the close of the Revolution until 1876, at least 
2,000 vessels of all sizes totaling nearly 400,000 tons 
were built on the banks of the Merrimac •1 To this total 
may be added 12 vessels which were constructed between 
1876 and 1883 in the city ship~ards, of which there were 
between 25 and 30 in 1877.2 
Today the construction of water borne craft is limited 
to two boatyards, together employing 40 men and coneentrat-
ing their efforts on small yachts and fishing boats. 
COMMERCE . 
The coiJ1.mer·cial advantages offered by the ~ilerrimac Riv-
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er were quickly recognized, and history states that the first 
wharf in Newburyport was built in 1655.3 Much of Newbury, 
es pecially t h e area now known as Pipestave Hill in West New-
bury , was covered with a dense forest of oak and birch trees. 
As early as 1645 staves were being cut and sent to the west 
Indies to be used for wine casks and molasses hogsheads. 4 
In return for the staves the people of Newbury received 
sugar a nd molasses - these commodities being the valuable 
medium for securing European goods. 
lEdward M. Coffin, op. cit., p. 23. 
2 Currier, Ould Newbur~, op. cit., p. 279. 
3 Currier, History of'ewburyport, Mass., vol. 1, op. cit., 
p. 449. 
4 Currier, History of Newbury , Mass., op. cit., p. 119. 
Although a small trad.e with the islands of the west 
Indies had started previous to the beginning of the eight-
eenth century, the big development took place between 1697 
and 1714 when 100 Newbury vessels were granted registers 
and allowed to engage in foreign trade. 1 The Colonists 
nee ded English goods such as cloth, tea, dishes, and manu-
factured articles, but the only articles of trade which New-
bury could offer were lumber and ships' masts. To compensate 
for this largely one-way trade, Newbury began an extensive 
business of taking staves, leather, beef, pork , mutton, a~d 
fish to t he Ii!"ench and Spanish islands in the West Indies, 
and bringing back rum, molasses, sugar, raisins, rice, and 
limes.2 Thus, a sort of barter system originated in which 
west India goods played the l{ey role. 
The i mportation of so much molasses prompted the first 
distillery to begin operation in 1765.3 The manufacture of 
distilled liquor continued to be a flourishing business for 
half a century. In 1790 there were 10 distilleries; by 1820 
the number of concerns had decreased , but the quantity of 
rum made had not diminished. 4 In 1820, 3,000 hogsheads of 
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molasses were used, and in 1826, 3,600; with about one-fifth 
of it being exported, and the rest consumed in t h is country.5 
1 Currier, History£! Newburl, Mass., op. cit., pgs. 480-481. 
2 Bulletin of the Business H storical Society, op. cit., p. 60. 
3 Newburyporf Daily News, August 11, 1906. 
4 Ibid. 
5 Ibid. 
' --- - -
Lord Timothy Dexter Mansion, Built 1769, Newburyport, Mass. 
j. 
8056l ·N 
THE DEXTER HCU SE 
This was the home of the eccentric Lord Timothy Dexter 
who once made money by sending a shipload of warming pans 
and mittens to the West Indies. The warming pans were used 
a s syrup ladles, and the mittens were sold to a Baltic-
bound boat. 
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Sugar and molasses continu~d to be imported quite extensive-
ly from the islands of the west Indies until 1879. The firm 
of Robert Bayley & Son paid duties at the custom house in 
Newburyport varying from $50,000 to $100,000 annually for 
nearly 50 years. 1 The distillery business has carried down 
t ·o the present day, although now there is only one distill-
ery left in Newburyport employing 32 people. 
Since Newburyport was so prominent in shipping on the 
Atla~tic seaboard, it was no odd twist of fate that the 
city should become a center of silverware manufacture. Local 
ships were exchanging their cargoes for silver coin or 
bullion, which was often given to a silversmith to be con-
verted into forks and spoons. As early as 1690 William 
~lioulton was engaged in the manufacture of silver and gold 
articles, including buttons and spoons.2 The craft was 
continued and developed by th3 Moulton family for six genera-
tions until the late William sold out to Towle and Jones in 
1873. For its continuit y and exce llence in workmanship and 
design, Towle silver is esteemed t h e world over. The 'J.lowle 
Company of today gets its silver from Mexico through a smelt-
ing firm in Connecticut. 
Maritime commerce was seriously affe reted by the Revolu-
tion, but at t h is time Newbur yport entered what is perhaps 
• 
1 Currier, History of Newburyport, Mass., vol. 1, op. cit .• , 
p. 176. -
2 Newburyport Daily News, November 23, 1938. 
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her most glorious and dramatic era - the Age of the Priva-
teer. A privateer was a ship armed and fitted out · at private 
expense as a vessel of war, for the prupose of preying on 
the enemy's commerce to the profit of the owner, and bearing 
government approval. 1 Newburyport's Nathaniel Tracy, at the 
27 
beginning of the War, was the principal owner of 110 merchant 
vessels, 23 of them privateers, and 24 cruising ships. His 
ships were very successful in t he early part of the War, of-
ten obtaining just the supplies needed by our own army, but 
when hostilities had ceased , he had but 14 vessels left.2 
The end of the War .marked the beginning of the golden 
years of old Newburyport which lasted until the Embargo of 
1807. It was a Newbu.ryporter, Captain Nicholas Johnson, who 
was the first to display the "stars and stripes" in the riv-
er Thames.3 From 1784 to 1794 a steady flow of sugar, mo-
lasses, coffee, and bales of cotton came from Guadaloupe, St. 
Martins, Haiti, Martinique, and Dutch Guiana. 4 These tropi-
cal products were traded in turn for much needed Spanish salt, 
silk , g lass wares, wine, Irish linen, French earthenware and 
carpeting , and Dutch gunpowder. 5 The difficulties between 
France and England following the French Revolution made it 
possible for Nev.rburyport ships to take over much of the Euro-
1 Newburyport Morning Herald, January 11, 1913. 
2 Smith, op. cit., pgs. 106-107. 
3 Ibid , p. 123 • 
4 Currier, History of Newburyport, Mass., vol. 1, op. cit., 
p. 452 ~ 
5 Ibid. 
--THE GRAVE OF MR. POYEN DE ST. SAUVEUR 
A romantic touch is given to Newburyport's history by 
this stone which says: 
s a cr-ed to the memory of 
Mr. Poyen De st. s auveur 
who for a longtime was 
an inhabitant and a reputable 
planter on the island 
o'f Guaduloupe 
died October 14th, 1792 
aged 52 years 
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The conflicts of the French Revolution reached the French 
We st Indian colonies with even more intense cruelties than 
in the mother count ry. Twenty fugitives from Guaduloupe suc-
c eeded in getting on board a brig belonging in Newburyport 
which lay off that island in 1792. The change of climate, 
the loss of home, and the grief and anxiety was too much for 
most of the refugees, and five died between 1792-1812. Most 
of them returned to the islands aft Gr the revolution was over.l 
1 Emery, op. cit., pgs. 183-187. 
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TRACY Hill SE 1760 
This is now the Newburyport Public Library. 
DALTON HCU SE 1747 
This was the home of Michael Dalton, prominent Newbury-
port mercantilist, and Tristram Dalton, the first senator 
to the United States Congress from Massachusetts. 
pean carrying trade , as local ships sailed the Atlantic from 
1 Ba ltic ports on the north , to the Gold Coast on the south. 
By 1806 , Newburyport had 116 vessels employe d in the 'Nest In-
d 2 dian and European tra e. The staples o f t he Ba ltic trade 
were sugar in exchange fo r Russian and Swe dish iron, canvas, 
and hemp, these items being indispensable to the community's 
shipbuilding and fishing industries.3 Newbill~yport became so 
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prosperous that over t he span of one month i n 1805, more than 
$800,000 worth of merchandise was impor ted. 4 
In order to facilitate commercial transportation, an eight 
mile canal wa s cut in 1791 through the marshes between Hampton, 
New Hampshire and the IV'ierrimac River. 5 When the ocean was 
rough, small fishing boats could pass quickly and s afely 
through the water-way. The inland rout e to Hampton was used 
extensively during the War of 1812, but because of its narrow-
ness, it was not used after that. The famous Mi ddlesex Canal, 
dug in 1769 and running from Lowell to Sullivan Square, Charles-
town, opene d up a small source of lumber for Newburyport ship-
yards. It was the initia l success of the Middlesex Canal which 
doomed f orever any thoughts of making the Merrimac River nav i-
gable. Then in 1821 another canal was completed from the Fox Riv-
er in Ipswich to a branch of the Es sex River. By this means 
1 Warner and Lunt, op. cit., p. 55. 
2 Morison, op. cit., p. 152. 
3 Ibid, p . 155. 
4 Swasey, op. cit., p. 6. 
5 Currier, History of Newburyport , Mass., vol. 1, op. cit., 
p. 147. -
barges and small boats could take timber which came down the 
Merrimac River to the Essex boatyards, by utilizing the Plurn 
Island River. 1 
The year 1807 brought the first big event which led to 
Newburyport's downfall as a great port. In that year, with 
France and England at war, an emlbargo was placed on all 
United States vessels, forbidding them to enter any foreign 
port. Although the law was repe a led one year later, it wa s 
a severe blow to Newburyport's economy. Another misfortune 
came in 1811 when a great fire destroyed 16 acres of build-
i ngs in the business district.2 The town's population de-
creased from 7,634 before the fire to 6,852 in 1820:'3 "her 
wealth, which was more than seven millions in 1810, was not 
. 11 4 
restored to its former level for 55 year s. 
Be f ore 1811 Newburyport had 300 to 400 vessels of all 
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sizes weighing 39,100 tons; 5 by 1820 the tonnage had shrunk to 
20,441 tons, and in 1830 it was re duced to 16,577 tons. 6 The Navi-
gation Law of 1820, which r e stricted trade with British 
colonies, and the exorbitant duties imposed by France and 
other continental powers on American goods greatly de pressed 
1 Currier, History of Newburyport, M.ass., vol. 1,. op. cit., 
p. 149. -
2 The Colonial Book of the Towle Manufacturing Company, op., 
cit., p. 6. 
3 Currier, op. cit., pgs. 160-161. 
4 A Fro,ram of t he Celebration of t h e Fiftieth Anniversary 
- o tne-rncorpor-a-tion of tne C'It'y of Newburyport, op. 
crt-;-;-p. so. --
5 Morison, op. cit., p. 378. 
6 Ibid. 
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.. 
Newburyport's maritime, enterprise. 1 
. . 
Commercialism declined 
to such an extent that by 1845 the manufacture of cotton goods 
had temporarily superseded shipbuilding as the leading in-
dustr:w. 2 After the excitement of the gold rush in California, 
1,000 men having left the Newburyport area, several vessels of 
great carrying capacity were built in an attempt to revive the 
East India trade.3 Ninety-five foreign vessels arrived in the 
Newburyport harbor in 1852. 4 · In 1857 only 36 arrived, 29 of 
them from the Mar itime Provinces, eight from Puerto Rico, and 
one from Spain. 5 Many of the vessels built around 1850 were 
captured by Confederate cruisers during the Civil War.6 
The decline of Newburyport was the result of causes hav-
ing much wider scope than either the embargo or the fire. 
The mouth of the Merrimac River had never been an ideal sea-
port and larger ships necessitated a deeper harbor than was 
to be had there; fUrthermore, the sand bar which had always 
been at the river's mouth was steadily piling up, an ob-
stacle which no local enterprise could surmount; then the 
Middlesex Canal began diverting the produce of southern 
1 Emery , o p • c it • , p • 311 
2 A Program of the Celebration of the Fiftieth Anniversary 
of the Incorporat1on of the C1ty of' Newburyport, op. 
C1 t 0 ' p. 54. - --
3 Currier, History of Newburyport, Mass., vol. 1, op. cit., 
p. 456. -
4 Smith , o p • c it • , p • 2 6 4 • 
5 Morison, op. cit., p. 377. 
6 Currier, lop. cit. 
New Hampshire to Bostoni which was a f actor in discouraging 
the improvement of passage around the rapids at Lowell, 
Haverhill, and Lawrence; finally, the development of rail-
roads decreased t h e impor tance of ocean transportation. 
ttNewburyport withered under the influence of Boston. 111 
1 Morison, op. cit., p. 216. 
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ABANDONED WHARVES 
FAQTORY E CONOMY 
Although commerce, shipbuilding, and fishing were the 
chief occupational pursuits of Newburyport until 1870, manu-
facturing and independent crafts were also prevalent. The 
business of tanning leather began in 1635 in Newbury. 1 The 
manufacture of boards, shingles, and building materials was 
also carried on.2 At the close of the year 1685, there were 
three grist mills (see page 37) and one oatmeal or malt mill 
in the town of Newbury, and they were overcrOiiided with work.3 
After 1694 an extensive maiTL1facture of lime was carried on 
(see page 38). Old Newbury has the distinction of the first 
cloth mill in America around 1650, the first woolen factory 
in 1794, and the first machine for cutting and heading nails, 
invented by Jacob Perkins in 1795.4 
In 1825 the industries which contributed to Newbury-
port's employment other than those related to maritime pur-
suit were: comb making; shoe making, which was done in num-
erous little shops, and wa s the most important in view of 
its later development; tanning and morocco dressing; manu-
facture of gold and silver articles, particularly beads, 
watches, clocks, thimbles, and silver spoons; manufacture 
of fUr hats, in which 10 companies were engaged; tobacco 
1 Currier, History of Newbury, Mass., op. cit., p. 154. 
2 Smith, op. cit., p. 42. 
3 CUrrier, op. cit • , p. 262. 
4 Emery, op. cit., preface. 
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aJ RZON 'S MILL 1678 
This grist mill utilized water power at the junction of 
the Artichoke and Merrimac Rivers for the purpose of grind-
ing grain. 
3'7 
THE DEVIL'S DEN 
The discovery or limestone in 1697 caused great excite-
ment in the town or Newbury because previous to that date 
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all the lime used ror house-~uilding purposes was obtained 
from oyster and clam shells. The rinding or superior quali-
ty limestone in other parts or New England forced the quarries 
to abandon operation, but the locality still contains rocks 
or peculiar interest ror geologists . 
1 currier, ould Newbury, op. cit., pgs. 421-423. 
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r CHIPMAN SILVER MINES 
In 1874 traces of silver ore were found in a few scat-
tered rocks on t h e surface of a pasture in Newbury. Work-
shops were erected, steam drills and pumping machinery pro-
vided, and a shaft 40 feet deep was sunk through solid rock, 
exposing what was thought to have been rich veins of lead 
and silver. In 1880, the attempt to establish silver mining 
by smelting galena was abandoned due to the expense involved.l 
1 currier, History of Newbury, Mass., op. cit., pgs. 307-
308. 
manufacture, in the form of snuffs and cigars; chair making; 
I 
hosiery manufacture; carriage making, to the number of 100 
per annum; wool pulling; publishing; distilling and brew-
ing.1 Within the next two decades the following establish-
ments appeared: one lace factory, one woolen yarn factory, 
one machine shop, one iron foundry, and four silver facto-
ries. 
As a result of the downward spiral of maritime commerce 
after 1850, the people of Newburyport were forced to turn 
landward for their livelihoods. Haverhill, Lawrence, and 
Lowell, cities farther up the Merrimac River, had already 
become industrial by harnessing available water power, and 
had surpassed Newburyport in size. Since Newburyport had 
no chance for water power development, it had to adapt it-
self to the situation as best it could. 
The smoke from the chimneys of the cotton mills was 
the harbinger that manufacturing was to take the place of 
commerce. The opening of the Eastern Railroad in 1840, 
followed by the connection of the city with the Boston and 
Maine Ra ilroad in 1850, paved the way for the old town to 
enter upon a new industrial career, destined to outlast 
the prosperous but unstable life of the past. 
The years f rom 1855 to 1861 were not prosperous for 
1 Smith, op. cit., p. 224. 
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Newburyport as they were not for the country at large, for 
they included the great financial disaster of 1857. The 
years during and after the Civil War were ones of a de-
preciated currency which caused a feverish and unhealthy 
excitement in business affairs. 
An editorial in the Newbu~yport Herald exclaimed: 
"Newburyport is reviving. - Newburyport had 
never so bright a future before it. We are 
breaking away from old habits and lines of 
business to become a manufacturing town. 
'tie predict that within 10 years Newburyport 
will have changed from ships to factories .ul 
Many enterprises were founded at this time, including 
an aarms, a brush, a hat, and a collar factory, all of which 
ended in failure. Some survived, however·, including the N. 
D. Dodge and E . P. Dodge sh oe companies, the A. F. Towle 
and Son Company, manufacturer of silverwe.re, a brickyard, 
and the Bayley Hat Company. The building occupied by the 
Bayley Hat Company was bought in 1903 by the Chase Shawmut 
Company of Boston, manufacturers of electrical specialties, 
such as fUses and switchboards. 
After 1890 Newburyport became a great shoe center; there 
were almost always 15 shoe manufacturers operating at the 
same time until the 1929 depression. During this period 
more than 40 per cent of Newburyport's industrial output 
was tied up in shoes and its subsidiaries. It is interest-
1 Newburyport Herald, August 29, 1866. 
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ing to note the diversity of the other industries in 1911 
in contrast to so many other New England towns. The city's 
4 ,919 workers were engaged in the manufacture of silverware, 
cookies, (at the Educator Baking Company); combs, cotton 
cloth, cardboard and wooden box e s, baker's ovens, pants, 
harnesses, fireproof doors, rugs, mattresses, carriages, 
brooms, ventilators, awnings and sails, cordage, and carbon-
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ated beverages. In addition, there were 175 clammers digg ing 
on local flats, 100 lumber yard workers, five boat builders, 
t wo spice companies, a fish company, and a canning company.l 
There were two bakers, one of whom advertised , "the best 
pies in the world, 11 the other , "the best pies on earth." 
COMB MAKING PHASE 
The comb making business playe d an important part in 
the industrial history of the Newburyport area. England had 
hired Hes s ian soldiers to fight for the British cause dur -
ing the American Revolution, and as the soldiers themselves 
had no voice in the matter, they oft en ran away if they saw 
a chance o f escape. This, wa s the background of the Hessian 
who drifted i nto west Newbury in 1759. With Enoch Noyes as 
El partner, the first comb shop in America was begun in ~est 
Newbury in 1759.2 
1 Newburyport Daily News, April 20, 1911. 
2 Joshua Coffin, op. cit., p. 225. 
Since stoc~ raising was a major industry in this vi-
cinity, there were many slaughter houses and an ample sup-
ply of horns. The comb making business grew steadily, and 
by 1831 there were 20 small comb shops in West Newbury and 
t hree in Newburyport. 1 The tools u s ed to carve horn combs 
in those days were very clumsy and hardly any improvement 
2 
was made in the machinery used until 1812. In that year a 
t wining machine was patented which made fashionable combs 
for ladies' hair. The combs were in great demand and the 
craft eventually was forced to become more centralized. 
The early comb makers would tour the tanneries where 
both hides and horns were sent, collecting what they could; 
but as the comb business increased , the tanneries found it 
profitable to send their horn to convenient centers where 
comb makers could buy it.3 Worcester, Massachusetts was be-
coming a principal tannery center, so the years after 1845 
saw a mass migration of comb shops from Newburyport ito Leo-
minister, in order to be nearer the horn supply. In 1845 
West Newbury and Newburyport combined had 25 shops, 86 em-
ployed, and produced an annual value of $70,700 worth of 
4. 
combs. - But by 1883 only three comb factories remained in 
1 Currier, History of Newburyport, Mass., vol. 1, op. cit., 
p. 179. 
2 Newburyport Daily News, June 4, 1915. 
3 Comb Making In America, compiled and privately printed 
----ror Bernard w. Doyle under the direction of Perry 
Walton, Boston, 1925, p. 44. 
4 Ibid , p • 118. 
43 
Newburyport; by 1893 there were but two; and after 1919 one, 
the business first established by Enoch Noyes in 1759. The 
t wo factories which were in operation in 1911 were using a 
quarter ton of horns daily, imported from Chicago stock 
yards and arriving in Newburyport by rail. Sixty years be-
44 
fore this, the main supply of horns were being received from 
Argent ina, Spain, and elsevihere. 
The comb industry employed 100 workers in 1845, and in 
1900 there were over 200 people in the craft. By that time, 
however, the days of the horn comb industry were coming to 
an end, as the expense of production was very costly. Skill-
ful workmen and excellent horn comb machinery kept the in-
dustry alive in Newburyport until the depression of 1929-33. 
At that time the competition from comb companies employing 
cheaper materials had become too keen. 
TEXTILE PHA 5E 
The first cotton mill in Newburyport, the Essex, began 
/ 
in 1834. 1 In 1836, the Newburyport Silk Company was or-
ganized for the purpose of developing a silk culture by 
raising silk worms locally, but the industry proved unprofit-
able, and was abandoned within a few years.2 As the comb 
industry lost its importance in the economy of Newburyport 
1 Newburyport Daily News, April 20, 1911. 
2 Currier, Historl of Newburyport, Mass., vol. 2, Newbury-
port Publish ng, 1969, p. 148. 
after 1845, the textile industry stepped in and played the 
major role until 1890. The cotton industry became well es-
tablished in Newburyport as a result of the success of the 
same business at Lowell and Amesbury. The Bartlett Mills 
were constructed in 1838, followed in quick succession by 
the James, Globe, and Ocean. The mills served as a new im-
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petus for population growth, (see page g:g) as the five to-
gether employed an average of 1,270 persons.l Tons of cotton 
were being brought by ship from Charleston, Savannah, Mobile, 
and New Orleans.2 The aggregate capital of the mills was 
more than a million dollars, and in 1850, more than 10,000,000 
3 yards of cloth were made. 
Lowell and Amesbury depended chiefly upon water power, but 
steam had to be used in Newburyport. The mills were not 
on the whole a financial success, as competition from the 
large plants in Lawrence, Fall River, and New Bedford was 
too keen. By 1890, the textile industry was on the de-
cline, and the shoe industry began to take over. The Essex 
and the Bartlett mills had burned down, and the Ocean had 
succumbed to outside competition, leaving two mills em-
ploying about 400 hands. 4 The two remaining mills reorgan-
ized several times until finally the former James Mill moved 
1 Newburyport Daily News, February 1, 1941 
2 Morison, op. cit., p. 298. 
3 Oliver B. Merrill, North End Papers, No. 15, Newburyport 
Daily News, September---r, 1906. 
4 Newburyport Daily News, April 20, 1911. 
south in 1928 to take adva ntage of cheaper labor and being 
ne ar e r t o the raw mat erial; the last mill closed down in 
the 1930 depression. 
SH OE PHASE 
.FT' om 1890 until 1947 the economy of Newburyport was 
dominated by the shoe industry. Boots and shoes were made 
within the city as early as 1764,1 but the business was 
small and did not begin to expand until a century later. 
I n the early days t he shoemaker would go from town to town 
making shoes as nee ded by the townspeople. Most of the New-
buryport fishermen, however, were also shoemakers in the off-
season, which contributed toward the establishment of the 
sh oe industry within the city. Eventually the shops with 
t hree or four employed came into being; later on came the 
shops employing 25 or more, as it was found more economical 
to produce larger numbers of shoes. Finally with the in-
vention of the sewing machine came the factories. In 1864 
Newburyport had four shops in operation employing about 115 
workers.2 
The shoe industry gained momentum rapidly after 1890. 
By occupying t wo of the vacated cotton mills and erect-
ing four wooden structures, 1,800 people, (the peak 
in the history of Neviburyport) were employed in the sev-
1 Currier, History ~Newburyport, Mass., vol. 1, op. cit., 
p. 221. 
2 Ibid. 
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er~l shops. The figure of 1,800 people employed in the city's 
shoe factories has fluctuated somewhat from 1890 to 1954, 
reaching its lowest depths in the 1930 depression. Although 
the number of people employed over the years has been fair-
ly constant, n.~ ot one of the shoe factories operating at the 
turn of the century is still in existence today. During the 
last 70 years, over 40 shoe manufacturing companies have 
been organized and put into operation, some as reorgani-
zations of units previously in existence.1 In 1954 New-
buryport had only four factories in regular operation; these 
figures indicate the high mortality rate of the city's shoe 
fact ories. 
There is a noteworthy reason for the instability of the 
city's shoe factories. All the companies s pecialize in wo-
men's shoes, which are subject to style change and hence to 
change in consumer demand. The result is an alternation be-
tween rush work and lay-offs, a trend not usually experien-
ced by manufacturers of men's shoes. Another factor a ccount-
ing for t he high mortality of shoe factories is the practice 
of le a sing machines. The small entrepreneur who had be en at-
tracted by the low initial cost of establishing a factory, 
an opportunity af f orded by the royalty system, seldom had 
sufficient capital to insure success. 
1 Warner and Lunt, op. cit., p. 58. 
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The development of large markets outside of New England 
has also induced many production units to move closer to the 
principal markets. Other factors contributing to the migra-
t ion of t h e shoe industry were labor strikes, and o ffers from 
other states of freedom from taxes or donations of f actory 
sites. 
At the present time there are four companies in Newbury-
port manufacturing shoes and allied products which employ a 
total of 1,600 people. The Ruth Shoe Company is the l a r gest 
with 880 employees, and turns out 10,800 pair of ladies 
novelty shoes per day which are sent to large chain stores 
in Boston, Chicago, New York, and St. Louis. 1 The Newbury 
Shoe Company (see page 4g) employs 409 and turns out 3,270 
pair of women's shoes daily; Martin-Tickelis Company employ s 
262; Redman Shoe hires 36 workers and is engaged in making 
bunion shoes and turn shoes, a very comfortable variety worn 
by theatrical people. 
ELECTRONIC S PHASE 
The electronics industry, in t h e name of Hytron 
came to Newburyport in 1941. CBS Hytron was a pio-
neer in the field of electronics, beginning 
1 Industry, "Eyes Right On Newburyport," vo1. 11, No. 9, 
June 1946, p. 20. 
2 Ibid. 
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NEWBU RY SHOE COMPANY AND KENT WOOD HEEL 
This was formerly the James Cotton Mill. 
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in Salem, Massachusetts in 1921 with six workers. Since that 
time the corporation has spread to five cities and had a to-
tal employment of 6,650 in 1954. In the beginning Hytron 
was engaged solely in the production of radio tubes, but 
today it is intergrated to the extent of manufacturing 
television picture tubes, receiving tubes, and other com-
ponents. The corporation has been responsibl e for the 
e~ochal development of the Bantam GT receiving tube, 
which is ut i lized in radar equipment and in miniature table 
radios; the Bantam Jr., used in hearing aids and in numer-
ous military instruments; transisters; and the Colortron 
tube, an invention still in its infancy. The successful 
promotion of Color TV is of profound importance to CBS Hy-
tron and the Greater Newbur:.rport area in general. Mass produc-
tion of the new tube is now underway, and it is expected 
that a schedule of 10,000 per month will be installed in 
late September 1954.1 
The decision by Hytron off icials of Salem to settle in 
Newburyport came at the time of the Pearl Harbor disaster, 
when increased war orders meant an immediate expansion 
which could not take place in the home plant because of 
t he lack of space. The idle !d . G. Dodge Shoe Factory, for-
merly the Ocean Steam Cotton Jv'dll, and the rather free la-
1 Newburyport Daily News, July 8, 1954. 
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bor market led them to settle in Newburyport. Hytron pro-
v ided imme diat e emp loyment fo r a sma ll group of 50 workers 
~hich quickly expanded tr~ough the war years to a peak of 
2,650 i n 1953. 
During World War II t he plant produced millions of 
electronic tubes for the Ar my Signal Corps and the Navy. 
Much o f the original development work on the VT 1 fUse wa s 
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car r ied on at Hytron. In August 1944 the employees were 
awarded the Army-Navy nE n for their significant war contri-
bution and they received the St ar award six months l ater.2 
out of the total number of people employed at Hytron, 
75 per cent are women and 72 per cent live in Newburyport. 
An additional 10 per cent come from Amesbury, while those 
residing in Haverhill, Portsmouth, New Hampshire, Ipswich , 
Lawrence, Beverly, and Ki t tery, Maine contribute signifi-
cantly. Because Hytron has grown so large, it faces the 
problem of an insufficient labor supply in Newburyport. At 
pe ak season 200 people are imported by bus from Portsrnouth 
alone. This condition has led to the establishment of a 
Hytron plant with a capacity employment of 3,000 in Danvers, 
Massachusetts, where labor may be obtained more easily and 
automobile parking is not congested. 
Besides the Newburyport, Danvers, and Salem plants, CBS 
1 A proximity fUse which explodes a shell when the projectile 
gets near to an object. It is claimed by many that 
this invention was the turning point in the war. 
2 Industry, loc. cit. 
- :. 
Hytron also has p_lant s in Lo·well and Kalamazoo, Michigan. 
In the four Massachusetts cities, close to 6,000 workers 
are employed . The total area of all plants and warehouses 
is one million square feet, with another 250,000 square 
feet of space to be provided in the Kalamazoo plant.1 CBS 
Hytron has proved itself as a leader in the mushrooming 
field of electronics and has helped to make the area north 
of Boston New England's electronic center. 
1 Newburyport Daily News, March 4, 1954. 
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~~NUFACTURING AND h~OR 
1,\fith the exception of three shoe factorie s.,. t he industrial 
activity of Newbur~~ort is not localized in any one section, 
and forms the general pattern of being oriented toward the 
river and railroad tracks (see Locations of Newburyport's 
Industries in Appendix B). A great deal of terri tory must 
be covered to view the city 1 s industry. For the purpose of 
this paper, the city will be divided into th ee industri al 
areas; namely, the "North End," the 11 South End," and the cen-
tral part of the city. Each of these areas presents its own 
peculiarities and problems, which, when considered with the 
major sources of employment outside of the city, will give 
a clear picture of Newburyport's labor structure. 
I N THE NOHTH END 
The north end is one of the better residential sections 
of t he city, and has a typical middle-class people living 
in medium-sized houses in rather good repair. Within this 
section of the city is located the Hytron Corporation, which 
by far is ·the largest and most important concern in Newbury-
port. Hytron has an unfortunate s i te locat ion in that it is 
l ocated in the heart of the residential section (see Base Map 
and Locations of Newburyport's Industries in Appendix B). In 
August 1953, out of 5,640 wor kers engaged in Newburyport's 
industrial trades, 2,650, or about 48 per cent were employed 
at Hytron. Of these 2,650 employees, 1, 855 were women, and 
795 were men; the ratio of predominance of vmmen over men 
bei.ng seven t? three. A large number of the emr:: loyees, in 
excess of 725, live in neighboring towns. 
Ever since Hytron move d to Newburyport in 1942 it 
has held a bad reputation in terms of its abrupt lay offs 
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of labor. The most recent lay off, which began in early 1954 
to permit a large part of t he plant to convert to color 
television, involved laying off 1,000 employees. The devel-
opment of color television will mean a bright future for 
the Hytron Corporation, but the opportunity for further ex-
pansion in Newburyport is not good. Lack of women to do jobs 
requiring delicate skill will forc e an expanding Hytron to 
locate new plants in other cit i es. 
The Towle Silver Manufacturing Company, producers of ster-
ling silver~are, is also located a l ong the Merrimac River in 
t he north end of town (see page 56 and Appendix B). This in-
dustry has been a part of the community for so long that the 
name "Silver-Shop " is a well-known colloquialism. The Towle 
Company is the "meal-ticket" for a large number of Newburyport 
families, as 500 were employed there in t he summer of 1954. 
The company , because of the nature of the work it does, has a 
peculiar kind of skilled labor connected with it. Of the six 
largest factories in Newburyport, it is the only one employing 
more m~ than women, the fi gures being 325 males and 175 fe-
males. During the Second World war the Towle Company employed 
a record high of 900 workers, but since that time the so-
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called "Efficiency Plan" has tended to steadily reduce the 
number of employees. The country's liking for Towle silver 
is excellent, a fact which keeps the company in business de-
spite the high cost of production. 
Another factory in the north end and also located along 
the river front (see page 56 and Appendix B), is the Chase-
Shawmut Company, one of the leading electrical-fuse manu-
facturing producers in the nation. Its products are varied, 
the company having contracts for not only the household type 
of fuse, but also those used by the Navy. Chase-Shawmut 
was originally a Boston firm, movi ng to Newburyport in 1903 
because of the high rent of its Boston factory buildings. 
The company now employs 218 persons and nearly 85 per cent 
of them are women. 
For many years the Chase-Shav~ut Company has been consid-
ered the "sweat-shop" of the city. Management had suc-
ceeded for so long in putting off the demands of labor that 
the company became called "the Penny-Arcade" and other sug-
gestive titles. vVhen the United Electrical Workers Union of 
the C; }.O. stepped in a few years ago, the base of living 
was greatly raised, but even today the wages paid are not 
considered to be the ultimate in Newburypor\ • 
Other industries which contribute to the north end•s 
industrial character include soft drink bottling with 65 
employed, two of whom are women; a tool and die business 
-TOWLE SILVER IVIANU FA CTURING COM ~ANY __ _ 
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CHASE-SHAW1IDT COM PANY 
with 12 men ·,employed; boatbuilding, 11 workers; and a 
silver crafting shop with six male employees. 
IN THE DOWN-TOWN AREA 
The central part of the city rates second in industrial 
importance to the north end. The center is also the site 
of the major store and business section, and consequently 
its chief problems are concerned with traffic congestion 
and lack of parking facilities; specifically this is true 
in the cases of the shoe factories. The industries in the 
center or "down-town" are highly diversified, and include 
shoe making, distilling, electroplating, express trucking, 
boatbuilding, electronics, and the manufacture of baker's 
ovens (see Appendix B). 
In the center are located three of the city's four shoe 
factories; namely, the Ruth Shoe Company, the Redman Shoe 
Company, and the Martin-Tickelis Company. All four of the 
shoe factories in Newburyport employ about 60 per cent 
women and 40 per cent men. The Ruth Shoe Company is the 
largest shoe manufacturer in the city and employs 880 
people. Ruth Shoe is owned by a Haverhill investor and 
occupies one of the three buildings constructed by the 
Newburyport Building Associationl in 1916. Two other 
shoe factories which play a part in Newburyport's in-
1 A small group of civic minded people who built three fac-
tories in 1916, one of which later burned dovnn. The 
factories were sold outright to the buyers. 
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dustrial picture are Martin-Tickelis with 262 employees, 
and Redman Shoe with 36 workers, both owned by local men. 
In addition to Hytron, the electronics industry is also 
represented by Kemtron, which hires 85 workers. Like the 
Hytron, this relatively qew concern employs more women than 
men, the ratio being seven to three. 
Another rapidly de veloping business in the center o~ 
t he city is a young concern called the M and V Electro-
plating company . M and V employs 15 men and h as the dis-
t i n ction o.f havi ng d i scovered a successful p latinum plat -
ing proces s . Much of the work done by thi s company is for 
the government. 
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A. and G. J. Caldwell, dist i llers of famous Caldwell's 
Rum, are also in the c entral part of the city (see page 59) . 
The caldwell concern occupies a structure financed by the 
Newburyport Building Association in 1916. Caldwell has 32 
employees, four of whom are women. 
Other industries in the central part of the city are 
express trucking with 40 employed; publishing, 15; boat-
building, 14; and the manufacture of baker's ovens, 10. 
IN THE SOUTH END 
The third industrial area is located in the south end 
of the city. This part of Newburyport is not one of the 
better residential sections of the city, and the people who 
live in it are predominately of French and Polish origin. 
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A. & G. J. CALDVffi LL COMPANY 
The factory buildings like\vise are not the best, but never-
theless the south end is of great importance to the finan-
cial status of the city (see Appendix B). 
The Newbury Shoe Company (see page 49) is considered to 
be the soundest shoe shop in Nev.rburyport. It came to New-
buryport from Haverhill in 1949 to gain more floor space, 
and t oday employs 409 people. In the same building \vith the 
Newbury Shoe Company is the Kent i·lood Heel Company, the 
largest concern of its kind in this area. Kent Wood Heel 
employs 100 men and 50 women, the females being used in 
the stitching department. 
Another industry in the south end is the Saftel-Kaplan 
Tannery, which hires 24 hands. Because of the odor and filth 
involved, the 1940 Zoning Ordinance has forbidden the estab-
lisl~ent of any more tanneries within the city. The main 
reason for hostility to the existing tannery is its location 
with respect to the local "sea breezes which frequently blow 
from the southeast to the center of town (being most obnoxious 
in the sumn1er). Saftel-Kaplan has its raw material shipped by 
train in salted form, and then concerns itself with the making 
of light leather to be used in handbags, etc. 
The last industry to be noted i s the manufacture of steel 
tanks for storage use. The Salisbury Tank and Steel Company 
employs 15 men who a ssemble and del iver the finished product. 
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OUTSIDE OF THE CITY 
Since many Newburyporters are employed outside or the 
city, it is necessary in a paper of tbis type to investi-
gate the major places or outside employment for local work-
ers. Information furnished by the ticket office of the Boat-
on and Maine Railroad indicates that there are some 205 in-
dividuals, 60 of them women, who regularly commute to 
Boston. A survey made at local gasoline stations shows 
that an additional 20 men drive to Boston, but this 
number tends to increase during warmer weather, as most 
people dislike trains that are not air-conditioned in the 
summer. out of a total number of 145 male commuters to 
Boston, all of the men, except a half dozen who are rail-
road help, have so-called white-collar jobs. The women 
commuters are secretaries, nurses, and general office 
workers. 
The number of Newburyport people who ride the train daily 
' to other communities is as follows: Lynn, 10; Salem, 12; and 
Ipswich, 30. The Lynn and Salem workers are not employed at 
any one place, but nearly all those commuting to Ipswich 
work at Sylvania. In addition to those who use the train, 
there are another 100 Newburyporters who work at the Ipswich 
Sylvania and go back and forth by car. 
The largest single place of employment for local labor 
outside of the city is at the Portsmouth, New Hampshire 
Navy Yard. During the last war, 150 men made the 25 mile 
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drive daily. The post war period has reduced that number to 
' 
100. 
The Merrimac Hat Company of Amesbury, employers of 1,000 
hands, hires about 90 workers from Newburyport. The Hat Shop 
experiences the same fluctuations in supply and demand that 
is common in the shoe shops. For this reason the number of 
workers varies greatly in the same year. Another problem 
which faces the Hat Shop is the low tariff placed on foreign-
made hats, which can be produced far more cheaply than in 
t he United States. 
Other large outlets for labor from this city include: 
a shoe shop at Salisbury; a shoe plant at seabrook, New 
Hampshire; and a plant making parts for auto bodies at Ames-
bury. Still farther away and relatively unimportant in the 
city's economic picture is the United Shoe Machinery factory 
at Beverly and General Electric at Lynn. 
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AN ANALYSIS OF THE SITE POTENTIAL FOR INDUSTRIAL EXPANSION 
- . . ' - - - . -- -----'"'- -----'--
Modern ideas in plant location increased the "centrii'ugal 
i'orces 111 which are operative in urban areas today. This has 
increased the demand i'or locations away i'rom areas of' trai'f'ic 
congestion, non-existent parking, and cramped sites. Today 
under modern conditions of' rapid transportation and close 
commercial rapport, almost any area may become a competi-
tor with producers anywhere on the earth. Consequently, 
small cities pos sessing i'avorable conditions f'or industrial 
activity, have induced new industries and already established 
industries to locate within their boundaries. Indicative of' 
the trend in decentralization is the f'act that since 1900 
manuf'acturing has increased three times as f'ast in New York•s 
outlying sections as on Manhattan Island. 2 
The City of Newburyport possesses many assets which would 
be f'avorable to industrial expansion, two of the most import-
ant being good location with respect to excellent transporta-
tion and a male labor pool. In recent years, however, Newbury-
port has not been able to i'ully capitalize on those assets. 
This situation is partly a reflection of' the natural physical 
handicaps of' the city and partly a result of' the city ts i'ail-
ure to provide f'or industrial zoning. It is the purpose of' this 
section to investigate Newburyport's potential for industri-
1 Annals of' the Association of American Geographers, vol. 
23, Marcn1933. -
2 c. Langdon White and George T. Renner, Geography An Intro-
duction to Human Ecology, D. Appleton-Century,-wew York 
and London, 1936, p. 643. 
al expansion, and to suggest ways and means by which the 
city could make itself' more attractive to industry. 
• FINDINGS 
The City of' Newburyport, like most New England cities and 
towns, is concerned with locating new industry within its 
boundaries. Bef'ore an industry decides on a plant location, 
certain basic f'actors must be present in the prospective 
area of' settlement. These include: (1) good location with 
respect to superior transportation and buying markets; (2) 
proximity to labor supply; (3) available land f'or f'uture 
expansion; (4} adequate supply of' sof't water; (5) facilities 
for disposal of' industrial waste; (6) adequate provision for 
storm drainage; (7} availability of' gas and electricity; and 
(8) a positive civic policy toward locating industry. Since 
available transportation, labor market, zoning laws, and the 
civic mindedness of t he citizenship are f'airly constant over 
the entire city, they will be f'ully treated at this time. 
TRANSPORTATION 
ROADS 
Newburyport is ideally situated with respect to superior 
transportation. It is the center of a superhighway network 
(see pages 65 and 66) which is excellent for heavy trucking 
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==~G~.R~~EEN JEA Jf WHITTIER BRIDGE 
NEWBURYPORT EXPRESSWAY 
RELOCATED US ROOTE 1 
65. 
• 
Newburyport Turnpike , Newburyport, Mass. 
NEW BJRYPORT TURNPIKE 
"Bottleneck Bridge" can be seen in the background. 
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to t h e north or south. The modern Newburyport Express way, or 
' 
relocated Route 1, open ed on Sept ember 3 , 1954, completing a 
dual highway system from Boston to Portland, Mai ne. The i m-
portance of the completion of the Expressway may be realized 
when it is known that on certain holiday weekends, cars have 
lined up in double file for six miles wait i ng to cross the 
Newburyport bridge • . The new Expressway handles a regular 
traffic flow of 400 per hour, according to a survey made 
by t he Newburyport Daily News. 1 
RAILROAD 
As for rai lroads, the Bost on and Mai ne Railroad supplies 
dai ly freight service to Bost on , Portsmouth, and p oints i n 
Maine. Boston and Maine has already demonstr ated its will-
i n gness to build spur tracks at t he Hytron warehouse (see 
page 68 ). 
LABOR POOL 
Newburyport and the surrounding communities off er a n 
opportunity f or i ndustry requiring male help. Due to the 
fact that the local office of the Massachu setts Division 
of Employment Securi ty is the unemployment headquarters 
for Newburyport, Amesbury, Ipswich, Rowley, Newbury , 
and Salisbur y, and there being no distin ction made be-
1 Newburyport Daily News, September 23, 1953. 
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1 
HYTRON WAREHOUSE 
tween the unemployed in each community, it is impossible to 
compile exact statistics on the unemployment situation in 
Newburyport. 
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A fairly accurate picture may be drawn, however, from 
estimates by Jeremiah Creeden, head of the Employment 
Security Office. In May 1953, the unemployment statistics 
for the Newburyport district were quite low, with 778 persons 
of both sexes collecting total or partial benefits. out of 
t h is number, about 140 were Newburyport men, which would 
make a grand total of 170 unemployed Newburyport men, count-
ing about 30 more who would have exhausted benefits. one 
year later, in May of 1954, following a general recession 
and a huge lay off by the Hytron Corporation, there were 
1,685 persons collecting benefits in the Newbur~~ort Dis-
trict. Once again an estimate by Mr. Creeden would put 300 
Newburyport men out of work. In October 1954, after busi-
ness began to revive and Hytron had converted to color 
television production, the total number collecting unem-
ployment compensation was 815. An approximation of the 
number of local men out of work would be 175. 
Besides t h e unemployment situation, there are many New-
buryport men, most of whom would prefer to work in Newbury-
port, · who are forced to travel to the Portsmouth, New Hamp -
shire Navy Yard, as well as Amesbury and I p swich to find 
work. Of course this statement takes into account that 
the type of work and the wages are the most important de-
terminants. Thus, the fact that Newburyport has a large 
unskilled male labor market has been reemphasized. 
ZONING LAWS 
Despite the favorable circumstances of good location and 
an excellent labor market, Newburyport has been hampered in 
its undustrial growth by an absence of long range industrial 
planning through the proper use of zoning. 
The industrial district on the present zoning map (see 
page 71) of Newburyport is so small that there is scarcely 
anywhere for a new business to go or for present business 
to expand, except in the "outback" section (see page 72) 
which is zoned Agricultural. Under the present system, any 
industry desiring to come to Newburyport must petition .for 
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a zoning variance which can be denied or granted by the 
planning board, or board of appeals in cases of individual 
relief. Beyond the board of appeals is the city council which 
may over-rule the former body b y a 2/3 vote. The types of in-
dustries which may settle in Newburyport are clearly defined 
in the zoning Ordinance of 1940, which prohibits any type 
of manufacture that is offensive to the neighborhood by 
reason of emission of odor or noise, or is dangerous on 
account of fire. 
In the past few years, many industries have been inter-
ested in Newburyport, but bitter arguments have developed 
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between local landown~rs and the board of appeals over 
changing the zoning laws, with the result that industry 
has been discouraged. The recent decision of a large 
brewery to settle in Natick, Massachusetts, a community 
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which has set aside an industrial zoned area, is an example 
of the loss of an industry which would have employed a large 
segment of Newburyport's labor population. earling's company 
actually tried to build, but was discouraged by unfavorable 
zoning. The opposition to a change in the zoning of the 
11 outback" area from Agriculture to Industrial, comes from 
the individual landowners, who do not wish to pay the 
additional taxes required on industrial land, since the 
city council will not draft a low tax plan. 
The landowners also feel that their chances of selling 
the land as house lots are weakened. These people are ad-
vancing the idea t hat variances be given each new industry 
attracted to the section, instead of blanket zoning of the 
one mile square tract of land. 
Although the question of rezoning for industrial pur-
poses has not been settled, the City council voted on May 4, 
1954 to create an industrial development commission. The 
primary duty of the development commission will be to sell 
Newbur yport to industry. The commission will not conflict 
with the planning board•s activities, which include draft-
ing zoning laws and considering sewer and water connections, 
as the comraission will be subject to inspection by the 
planning board. 
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SPECIFIC SITES FOR FUTlffiE GROWTH 
To the southwest of the urban section of Newburyport 
is a flat, clayey, sparsely settled expanse of lowland 
knovm as the "outback" s ection. To the west and north-
west of the city proper is found a "rolling sand-plain,"l 
nearly a square mile in area. The plains are capable of ex-
tensive development, either in the way of homes or industry, 
but for reasons to be discussed, they are presently virgin 
territories. Lying to the north and east of the city is the 
Merrimac River, the Newburyport harbor, and the northern tip 
of Plum Island. Plum Island's main importance is as a summer 
resort and will not be discussed here. 
OUTBACK SECTION 
The "outback" area (see page 72) begins at the junction 
of Low street with the Boston and Maine Railroad tracks, 
and runs parallel to the tracks as far as the Newbury town 
line, following the line to the new Expressway. From that 
point, the boundary runs parallel to the ..rewburyport Ex-
pressway to the junction of Hale Street; then along Hale 
Street to Low Street and back to its starting point. 
The "outback" section, or common pasture, as it is most 
often called, has an area of about one square mile. The 
entire stretch, with the exception of a band 200 yards wide 
1 Sears, op. cit., p. 266. 
bordering the west side of the railroad tracks, (see page 
78 ) is characterized by b e ing low, flat, treeless, and 
having wet, clay ey soils. The soils are of such a clayey 
nature that a brickyard employing as many as 50 people was 
able to operate from the close of the Civil War until 1910. 
The one desirable spot, as far as present economical disposal 
of industrial waste and drainage of rain water is concerned, 
is the strip immediately adjacent to the tracks. It is in 
this gravelly place that Hytron has built a warehouse and 
is using septic tanks as a means of sewage disposal, there 
being no city sewerage system there (see p age 76). The 
cost would be too high for any private concern to lay out 
a sewerage line for its own use. 
The greatest part of the "outback" area has soils that 
are far too clayey to absorb the demands of industry through 
septic tanks. So imposing is this problem that only nine 
h omes have been built in the entire area. The City Council, 
r e alizing the need of installing a sewerage system to de-
velop the "outback" section, authorized on July 7, 1954 
a $ 220,000 sewerage bond issue to lay pipeline down John-
son s treet and up Low Street as far as North Atkinson 
street, and to construct two pump houses as the intersection 
of those streets with Low Street (see page 76 and Street 
Guide in Appendix C) • 
. The decision to provide sewerage lines near the "outback" 
area was a step toward progress, but until such time as the 
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city can see its way to continue the pipeline down Low street 
and out Common Pasture Road and Parker Street, the oppor-
tunity for locating industry or building homes is practi-
cally nil. The possibility of development along Hale street 
is even less inviting due to the fact that Hale Street has 
neither a water nor a gas pipeline . 
At the ' present time, however, there is one site possi-
bility in the ttoutback 11 for a small industry such as a tool 
and die shop which utilizes machine skills. This would be 
adjacent to the railroad tracks and beside the Hytron ware-
house (see plot 1 on page 78). The only problem here would 
be a means of entrance and exit, which would involve buying 
a strip of l and from sever al owners to meet the Common Pasture 
Road . In the near future, sometime late in 1955 , when the 
Johnson Street-Low Street sewerage line has been.comp l e ted, 
there will be a site possibility in the wet soils near the 
foot of Johnson Street (see plots 2 and 3 on page 78). 
ALONG THE EXPRESSWAY 
Since Route 128 has rapidly become an avenhe of indus-
try, it would be well to consider the possibility of the 
Newburyport Expressway following suit. The Expressway was 
built for t h e purpose of rapid transit, and hence toward 
this end the highway was constructed with limited access. 
Within the boundaries of Newburyport there. is only one place 
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of' access, that., being at Storey Avenue (see outback Map on 
page 72). The Expressway passes under bridges at Hale 
Street and Ferry Road, either or both of which could be con-
verted into cloverleafs if enough pressure were brought to 
bear on the Massachusetts Department of Public Works, grant-
ing, of' course, that the condition warranted it. 
The potential !'or industry or a housing development from 
the Newburyport-Newbury line to Storey Avenue is not good. 
A combination of rock outcrops and marshy ground, coupled 
with lack of sewerage or water pipelines is quite discourag-
ing . The matter is further complicated by the fact that the 
land is divided into small plots and is used by f'armers !'or 
pasturage of cattle. Any system of septic tanks could easily 
pollute the streams and bring a wave of opposition from the 
local farmers. 
The only exception to this generally poor soil is the 
area around Turkey Hill (see outback Map on page 72) which 
lacks sewerage, gas, and water lines. Until sewerage lines 
are extended into this remote section, the right to build any 
type of structure will continue to be closely restricted. The 
reason for this is the proximity of the Artichoke River, the 
source of the city's water supply. 
Beginning at storey Avenue and continuing to Ferry Road, 
the land on either side of the superhighway would make 
rather good sites f'or industry or housing. Beyond Ferry Road is 
the city water purifying plant on the west side of the highway 
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and a public playground on the aast. In contrast to the poor 
' 
clayey soils to the south, this entire region is marked by 
t he presence of gravel overlain by sand. The probable ex-
planation of the abrupt change in the composition of the 
soil is that the Merrimac River was a halting place of the 
glacial ice in its retreat northward, and that the soils 
are outwash from the ice.1 In any event, these soils are 
quite hospitable and readily meet the requirements for in-
dividual sewage disposal units. Another advantage afforded 
here is the water pipeline which runs the length of Ferry 
Road, Pine Hill Road , curzon Mill Road, and storey Avenue, 
almost to Turkey Hill Road. A gas line also goes the length 
of Ferry Road (see page 76 and Appendix C). 
Al though the land on either aide of the Expressway north 
of storey Avenue could be used for housing or industry, it 
would be well for the city to make definite plans for its use. 
Until the relocation of Route 1 was be gun, this land was oc-
cupied by pastures, gardens, woodlots, or remained idle. There 
are very few houses in the entire section, the main reason 
for this being the rather large size of the individual land-
holdings (s e e plots 4, 5, 6, and 8 on page 78}. Plot 9 (on 
page 78) f'ollows this general pattern of' lar ge land owner-
ship by having four major owners. The author's suggestion 
f'or avoiding future chaos would be to restrict housing to 
the east of' the highway and invite industry to locate to the 
1 Sears, op. cit., p. 296. 
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west. The potential for housing in Plot 9, owing to the con-
veniences of utilities (see page 76) and bus transportation, 
(see page 85) has already been realized by a Lynn home 
builder, who is making plans for a housing development in 
1955. 
Plot 4 on page 78 is owned by the Cherry Hill Nurseries 
and has access to storey Avenue and the Expressway, but has 
little land actually facing the Expressway; plot 5 has no 
access to storey Avenue and the Expressway, so would require 
travelling a "round about" mile over poor roads to the 
storey Avenue cloverleaf; plot 6 would make an excellent site, 
having both depth and highway frontage; plot 7 does not face 
the highway and lacks the depth requirements for a large plant. 
THE NORTH END 
The largest part of the north end is owned by the Moseley 
Estate. The estate has many good locational spots, which in 
time, and because of high land taxes, will be taken over by 
smaller owners. Although it is impossible to determine when 
this occurrence will take plac e , the land on the estate is 
definitely land for the future. 
HOMES 
New homes are always a positive sign of city growth (see) 
page 82). From January 1944 to September 1954, a total of 
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278 new home s have peen built , not countina a veteran's 
project of 13 structures whi ch serves 42 families~ The 
map on p a ge 82 indicates that the vas t ma jority of new 
h omes have been built in the north end, most notably in 
the sections be tween High Street and Low street and be-
tween Ferry Road and Moseley Avenue. Ver y few homes have 
been built in the south end or central part of the city 
b e cause t here are no lots available. 
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A close examination of page 82 reveals a block of 22 
houses located on and near Low s treet. These are of the 
prefabricated variety and were constructed in 1946 in what 
was t he first real trend toward building in the north end. 
Since Low Street had no sewerage line, all these houses use 
individual septic tanks for d isposal. This method, because 
of the nearness to the clayey soils of Low Street, has proved 
t o be very unsatisfactory. The city has been forced to con-
tinue the sewerage line down North Atkinson Street to the 
development, and in so doing has lost va luable time and has 
spent considerable money which otherwise would have gone 
into supply ing this necessity to the "outback" area. It is 
unfair to say that the Low street housing project s h ould 
have been restricted because it was generally thought at 
the time that the soils would be adaptable. 
An interesting observation is that some of the best lo-
cations for homes are occupied by cemeteries (see page 84). 
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P laces thought by our anc1esters to be distant :from the 
everyday · activity and suitable :for burial grounds are now 
in the midst of the community. The city is reaching the 
point where it will grow beyond the cemeteries, and the 
most likely spot for growth is in the triangle ~ormed by 
Storey Avenue, the Newburyport Expres sway, and Ferry Road 
(see page 78 and Appendix C). Another place with housing 
potential is the stretch on Low street between Johnson 
Street and North Atkinson Street, wh ich will be supplied 
with a sewerage system in 1955. Other places south of 
storey Avenue will remain relatively uninhabited until 
the distant future when sewerage lines are installed. 
RECOMMENDAT I ONS 
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The present inability of Newburyport to provide industry 
with adequate industrial sites is a complex problem. Before 
any effective work can be done to solve the problem, the 
planning board must first recognize the inadequacy of the 
present zoning set-up. A comparison of the Zoning Map of 
Newburyport (see page 71) and the Land Use Map (see page 
84) reveals that the city has done nothing to provide for 
the future placement of industry. All changes in the z on-
ing Map have come as a direct result of the individual in-
dustries requesting a change in zoning. Newburyport has 
now reached the point where no more than one acre of in-
dustry-zoned land is not being used. Other communities 
which have taken the ~niative to set aside industry-
zoned tracts of land have taken the favored position when 
competing with Newburyport for industrial prospects. Ne w-
buryport must plan for industry, or industry will continue 
to pass her by. 
The first measure would be to set aside and rezone the 
area best suited for indu stry. It is the author's opinion 
that the eastern part of the 11 outback" (see page 78) has 
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the greatest industrial potential for reasons of proximi ty 
to utilities and availability of good transportation (both 
road and railroad). In a ddition, the "outback" would not 
have the involved problems of Route 1 traffic, as might be 
experienced by an industry situated along the Expressway. In 
conjunction with this first measure would be the regulation 
and restriction of home building so that industry may be af-
forded the opportunity of locating elsewhere within the 
boundaries of Newburyport (see page 78). By controlling 
the 11 outback" area through planned zoning, the better and 
more stable firms can be attracted to the community with a. 
resultant beneficial effect on its economic base. It wou ld 
put a gr e at many unskilled laborers to work and practically 
eliminate welfare rolls. 
A second suggestion involves the formin g of a group to 
take the init i a t ive and resp onsibility of financing the con-
struction of industrial buildings. This could be done by the 
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Newburyport Businessmen's Association or in co-operation 
with private individuals, as has been successfully under-
taken at Lowell, Massachu setts. The cost of extending utili-
ties and other community services to the planned industrial 
district will thus be minimized, and the complaints of r e si-
dential property owners which usually arise from small scat-
tered industrial sites can be eliminated. In ad dition, the 
organized district will conserve land and minimize traffic 
congestion through the system of already installed industri-
al sites. 
The initial cost of developing an industrial district is 
high, but these relatively large investments can be afford-
ed. Small and medium-sized firms cannot risk doing their 
own plant location work, and will be willing to pay the 
added expense to be assured of the immediate availability 
of utilities and other facilities. A sound and energetic 
promotional program will be essential to sell the factory 
space as rapidly as possible to the right kinds of industries. 
The p romotional effort must be based on a knowledge of the 
k i nds of industries best s u ited to the city. 
FUTURE OUTLOOK 
Newburyport has had a glorious past, but as John P. Mar-
quand once said, "The trouble with Newburyport is that the 
inhabitants have adopted the unprogressive habi t of looking 
backwards to the good ~old days. 111 Robed in the dignity of 
her past, the city has made a remarkable transformation 
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from a center of maritime commerce and its allied industries 
to one of manufacturing. Old traditions have passed away and 
new ones have formed. The last flicker of a return to mari-
time prominence, by dredging the Merrimac River as far as 
Haverhill, died out when the new bridge for the Newburyport 
Expressway was built with a clearance of only 55 feet over 
the river (see page 65). 
The future of Newburyport is extremely perplexing. Even-
tually to solve the unemployment problem, the city will be 
forced to rezone the "outback" area as Industrial, and to 
provide sewerage and power utilities for prospective in-
dustries. Diverse industries requiring unskilled male labor 
must be induced to come, or a serious unemployment sit-
uation may result in the future. 
However, if i n dustry doesn't come, there is still the 
possibility that Newburyport may function as a "bedroom for 
Boston . n The modern Newburyport Expressway and the Boston 
central Artery, when comp leted, will shorten the commuting 
time to down-town Boston to 50 minutes. In the next few 
years private car transportation will begin to supply real 
competition to the Boston and Maine Railroad. The railroad, 
in turn, will have to furnish its passengers with better 
1 An address at south Byfield, op . cit. 
/ -------.......,_ 
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cars and more rapid service to and from the Hub. 
Newburyport also offers opportunties for summer rec-
reation with its parks and beaches. Four of the best beaches 
in New England are within a 12 mile drive of the city (see 
page 91). 
Although recreation and tourist attractions have a certain 
amount of revenue connected with them, Newburyport must 
build its future on a more solid foundation. That solid 
foundation is industry and the citizens must pledge them-
selves to achieve that goal. 
"But fresh and green from its rotting roots 
Of primal forests the young growth shoots; 
From the death of the old the new proceeds."l 
1 John Greenleaf Whittier, ~ Preacher. 
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APPENDIX A 
-~ 
CENEUS REPORTS SINCE THE INCORPORATION OF NEWBURYPORT IN 1764 
1765 census 2,882 
1776 II 3,681 
1790 " 4,837 
1800 " 5,945 
1810 II 7,634 
1820 II 6,852 
1830 " 6,375 
1840 " 7,161 
1850 " 9,572 
1855 tt 13,357 
1860 " 13,401 
1870 II 12,575 
1880 " 13,538 
1890 " 13,94'7 
1900 II 14,478 
1910 II 14,949 
1920 " 15,618 
1930 " 15,084 
/~ 
,. ' 1940 II 13,916 
1950 II 14,111 
When Newburyport became a city in 1851 it annexed part 
of Newbury and added 2,842 people. 
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ABSTRACT OF THESIS 
The City of Newburyport is located 37 miles north of 
Boston in the extreme northeastern corner of Massachusetts. 
It has a p opulation of 14,000 and is one of the oldest 
cities in the United States. Newburyport was originally a 
part of the old town of Newbury, but was set off as a 
separate town in 1764. 
From the time Newburyport was settled until 1870 its 
economy remained predominately maritime. Fishing, ship-
building, and trading all played important parts in the 
early days of Newburyport's history. 
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Local fishing for sturgeon, salmon, mackerel, bass, shad, 
and bluefish was carried on extensively until 1850, when 
the growth of up-river manufacturing cities forced the fish-
ing industry to move into canadian waters. As early as 
1806, 60 Newburyport ves s els were regularly employed at 
the Labrador and Newfoundland fisheries. In 1851 Newbury-
port's fishing industry received a blow from which it 
never recovered, as 18 locally-owned vessels went down in 
a gale at Prince Edward Island. 
Shipbuilding flourished to the extent that in 1793 
the lower Merrimac River was proclaimed the greatest ship-
building center of New England. At that time it was not 
unusual to see 72 vessels all in the process of construe-
100 
tion. Shipbuilding r.eached its apex in the clipper ship 
era of the eighteen thirties to fifties, after which the 
shifting bar at the mouth of the river prohibited the build-
ing of larger ships which were then in demand. 
The commercial advantages afforded by the Merrimac River 
were quickly recognized, so that in 1645 a regular trade 
with the west Indies had been established. Barrel staves 
were being cut and sent to the West Indies in exchange for 
rum, molasses, and sugar, these being valu able commodities 
for securing Europe·n goods. 
Maritime commerce was affected by the American Revolu-
tion, but privateering continued to bring large sums of 
money to Newburyport. 
The end of the war marke d the beginning of the golden 
years of old Newburyport which lasted until the Embargo 
of 1807. The difficulties between France and England 
following the French Revolution enabled Newburyport ships 
to take over much of the European carrying trade, as local 
ships sailed the Atlantic from Baltic ports on the north 
to the Gold coast on the south. The Jeffersonian Embargo, 
followed by a disastrous waterfront fire in 1811 were 
hard blows to local commercialism, which surrended itself 
in the following years to the large port of Boston. 
Although commerce, shipbuilding, and fishing were the 
... ~----....... 
qhief occupational pursuits of Newburyport until 1870, 
manufacturing and independent crafts were also prevalent 
before t hat time. 
Th e making of the first horn combs in America was begun 
in We s t Newbury in 1759. In the beginning the horns were 
obtained from local slaughter hou ses. Later on they were 
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brought from foreign sources and still later from the Chi -
cago stock yards. In 1845 West Newbury and Newburyport com-
bined had 25 comb shops emp loying 86 people; in 1900 there 
was one shop employing 200 people. The horn comb industry 
went out of business in the depression : of 1929-33 when 
competition from comb comp anies using cheaper materials 
had become too keen. 
The first cotton mill in Newburyport began in 1834 and 
by 1845 there were five mills employing 1,270 hands. The 
local mills were not as successful as those at Lowell be-
cause steam rather than water power had to be used. Two of 
t h e mills burned down prior to 1890 and one succumbed to 
outside competition. The two remaining employed about 400 
workers and operated until 1928 when one moved south to 
tak e advantage of cheaper labor; the other closed down in 
the 1930 depression. 
Alt hough shoes were made in Ne wburyport as early as 1764, 
the economy of the city was not dominated by the shoe in-
~. 
dustry until 189.0. The shoe industry became well es-
tablished in Newburyport because many of the local fish-
erman were also shoemakers in the off season. This in-
dustry gained momentum rap idly after 1890. By occupying 
two of the vacant cotton mills, and erecting four wooden 
structures 1,800 p e ople were employed within the cityrs 
numerous shops in 1891. This number of people employed 
in the shoe industry has been fairly constant over the 
years, but not one of the shoe factories operating at 
the turn of the century was in existence in 1947. The 
high mortality rate is caused by several conditions, two 
of the most outstanding being: 
(1) change s in consumer demand ~or women's shoes; 
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(2) the practice of leasing machines which enables t he 
small entrepreneur to start business at low cost, 
but without sufficient capital to insure success. 
Today , September 1 954, Newbur~port has four shoe fac tories 
employing a total of 1,600 people. 
CBS Hytron, mak e r of electronic equip ent, is t he 
largest single employer in Newburyport. Hytron came to 
Newburyport in 1941, taking over a vacant shoe factory, 
and gave employment t o 50 workers. This number increased 
rapidly through the war years to a p eak of 2,650 in 1953. 
Electronic s is a promising field for the New England 
area in general, but future pos sibilities for expansion 
of Hytron in Newburyport are not good, the chief reason 
being the lack of a fe~ale labor pool. The difficulty 
in securing women is due to the fact that of the six 
largest factories in the city, five employ more women 
than men. Hence many men cannot find jobs in town and 
are forced to search for employment out of town. 
The availability of industrial sites, superior road 
transportation, and the potential labor pool for men 
make Newburyport a distinct area for industrial location. 
The industrial district on the present zoning map of New-
buryport is so small that there is scarcely anywhere for 
a new business to go or for present business to expand, 
except in an "outback" section (wh ich is zoned Agricul-
tural), or possibly along the Expressway. The entire 
area in the "outback" with a few minor exceptions, is 
characterized by being low, flat, treeless, and having 
wet, clayey soils. The composition of the soil is so 
clayey that some provision for disposal of waste must be 
made, other than by septic tank. 
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The "outback" problem is further aggravated by the ab-
sence of industrial zoning, a fact which also tends to dis-
courage industry. Until sewerage has been provided, to at 
least the eastern section, and the area rezoned to Industri-
al, Newburyport will not be able to compete for industries 
with more progressive cities. The author's suggestion would 
be to go so far as to build factory buildings to motivate 
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industr-y, as has successfully been d one in other New 
'\ · 
England cities. 
Newburyport also has site possibilities along the re-
located US Route 1, but being on the rringe of the resi-
dential section, this land will probably be taken over by 
homes. If industry does not come, there is still the 
chance that the excellent highway system and proximity to 
good beaches, will make Newburyport a future "bedroom for 
Boston". Newburyport s h ould not be content to depend on 
this kind of a future, but r a ther, should make an aggress-
ive move to bring industry within its boundaries. The 
future of Newburyport lies in what the people elect to 
do with the "outback" area. 
